
Cave Spring High School 
Required Summer Reading 2021 

Advanced English 9 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,  
 
All students who are enrolled in Advanced (previously known as Pre-AP) classes in grades 6-12 are 
required to read at least two books during the summer. Below are the guidelines and the reading list for 
Advanced English 9 students. We hope that students will use the list as a starting point and choose other 
selections to read during the summer. Remember, reading is incredibly important to overall development 
as a learner. There is a link to a signature form at the end of this document; please complete the 
form after you have read over the assignments! 

REQUIRED READING ASSIGNMENT #1 
 

1. Read Laura Hillenbrand’s Unbroken (The Young Adult Adaptation): An Olympian’s Journey 
from Airman to Castaway to Captive. This novel can be found in any bookstore or public library. 

 
2.  As you read, create novel notes in Microsoft Word (or a compatible program) or NEATLY by hand.  

 
• Please follow the format below for this activity. If you need to handwrite your notes, please 

write/print neatly and in INK. You will be graded on the format as well as the quality of the 
content.  
 

• Formatting of novel notes: 
 

− If typed, it should be in Times New Roman 12pt font. One-inch margins all around. 
 

− All sections should begin on a new page. Please hit CTRL + enter after Section One 
until you are on a new page; or, if writing the assignment, start Section Two on a 
new sheet of paper. 
 

− Each section should be in complete sentences.  
 

• All ideas should be your own! Using SparkNotes or any other outside source and 
transferring the information to your novel notes is unacceptable and is considered 
plagiarism. Plagiarized work will receive a ZERO on the assignment. You may only use the 
novel & your brain to complete this assignment.   
 

• Some of the terms used in the novel notes may be unfamiliar to you; however, as an 
independent learner, you should be able to research and find definitions and examples to 
help you.  Do not leave any section blank! 

 
• These novel notes are due by the second block of class. You will be asked to submit a 

digital copy once laptops and Blackboard are made available. You may complete them on 
paper (neatly) or on a Word document.  

 
3. Once you get back to school, be prepared to take a TEST on this book during the first week of 

school. 



 

 
Your Name 
Ms. Brummell 
Advanced English 9 
Date (Ex: 9 August 2021) 
  
 

Section One: Key Elements 
  
Setting(s): Setting is more than the name of a place. Describe the location, time period, type of government, 
religion, and community when discussing the setting. Use complete sentences. This section should take at 
least five sentences.  
  
Characters: List the main characters. Be sure to label each character as static or dynamic. Also, label the 
protagonist(s) and antagonist(s). You do not need to describe the characters, only list their names and 
whether they are static or dynamic.  
  
Point of View: Who tells this story? What POV is used? How does the POV influence the story? Use complete 
sentences. This section should take at least five sentences. 
  
Symbols: Identify at least three symbols in the novel and discuss the meaning of each. Be sure to identify 
what the symbol is AND what it represents. Use complete sentences. I should see one sentence that 
identifies the symbol and at least two devoted to its meaning.  
 
Theme(s): State a theme in a complete sentence. (Remember, a theme is not one word. A theme is a 
statement). Then explain how this theme works for the novel; make specific references to the novel. Use 
complete sentences. Your explanation for the theme should take at least five sentences.  
 
 

Section Two: Summary of Novel 
 
Provide a summary of the book. Label the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution of 
the story. Use complete sentences; this section should take a minimum of four paragraphs—but please 
provide no more than one page total.  
  
 

Section Three: Meaningful Quotes 
 
Identify five quotations that you believe are important to the novel; include the context (what is happening 
in the plot) and explain the significance of each. Be sure to note speaker and include page numbers! Use 
complete sentences. Context should only take one sentence; significance should take two or three. Some 
students have found using a table makes this easier. Here’s an example:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REQUIRED READING ASSIGNMENT #2 

• In addition to the required reading (Unbroken), each student must select a choice novel from the 
Recommended High School Summer Reading List below. You should choose a book you have 
NOT read before. See reading options on the next page. 
 

• During the second or third week of school, students will complete a PROJECT on this novel.  

 

Please hit CTRL + 
enter after Section 
One until you are 
on a new page; or, 
if writing the 
assignment, start 
Section Two on a 
new sheet of 
paper. At the top of 
this page, center 
the section title. 
Repeat this step 
for Section Three. 



Recommended High School Summer Reading List 
Fantasy/Adventure 
      
Children of Blood and Bone, Tomi Adeyemi  
The Once and Future King, T. H. White   
The Cruel Prince, Holly Black 
These Violent Delights, Chloe Gong  
The Golden Compass, Phillip Pullman 
A Song of Wraiths and Ruin, Roseanne A. Brown 
Tomorrow, When the World Began, John Marsden 
Jurassic Park, Michael Crichton 
The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien  
 
Mystery/Thriller 
 
The Inheritance Games, Jennifer Lynn Barnes 
We Were Liars, E. Lockhart 
Monday’s Not Coming, Tiffany D. Jackson 
Stalking Jack the Ripper, Kerri Maniscalo 
Jackaby, William Ritter  
 
Science Fiction/Dystopia 
 
The Giver, Lois Lowry 
Internment, Samira Ahmed 
Unwind, Neal Shusterman 
Stormbreaker, Anthony Horowitz 
War Girls, Tochi Onyebuchi 
Rebel Seoul, Axie Oh 
 
Popular Fiction    
 
Life of Pi, Yann Martel 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, 

Benjamin Alire Sáenz 
Turtles All the Way Down, John Green 
The Poet X, Elizabeth Acevedo 
The Book of Unknown Americans, Cristina Henríquez  
Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson 
The Beginning of Everything, Robyn Schneider 

 
Historical Fiction 
 
The Book Thief, Markus Zusak  
Code Name Verity, Elizabeth E. Wein  
In the Time of the Butterflies, Julia Alvarez  
The Librarian of Auschwitz, by Antonio Iturbe  
The Boy at the Top of the Mountain, John Boyne 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Mildred D. Taylor 
Code Talker, Joseph Bruchac 
They Called Us Enemy, George Takei 

 
Classics 
 
Native Son, Richard Wright 
Slaughterhouse Five, Kurt Vonnegut 
East of Eden, John Steinbeck 
The Jungle, Upton Sinclair 
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston 
Catch 22, Joseph Heller 
The Martian Chronicles, Ray Bradbury 
Rebecca, Daphne du Maurier 
The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison 
Island of Dr. Moreau, H.G. Wells 
Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen 

Biography/Autobiography 
 
Zoya’s Story, Zoya 
Within Reach: My Everest Story, Mark Pfetzer 
Chinese Cinderella, Adeline Yen Mah 
Dove, Robin L. Graham 
Hole in My Life, Jack Gantos 
It’s Not About the Bike, Lance Armstrong 
Baghdad Burning: Girl Blog from Iraq, Riverbend 
Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get Back 

on the Board, Bethany Hamilton 
Mamba Mentality, Kobe Bryant 

 
Non-fiction 

 
America Through the Lens: Photographers who changed     
    the nation, Martin W. Sandler 
Secrets of a Civil War Submarine: Solving the mysteries 
       of the H. L. Hunley, Sally M. Walker 
Wake Up Our Souls: A celebration of Black American artist, Tonya   

Bolden 
In Cold Blood, Truman Capote 
Left for Dead: A young man’s search for justice for the 
      USS Indianapolis, Pete Nelson 
Death of Innocence: The Story of the Hate Crime That Changed        

America, Mamie Till-Mobley and Christopher Benson 
Needles: A memoir of growing up with diabetes, Andie Dominick 
Close to Shore: A true story of terror in an age of innocence, Michael 

Capuzzo 
The Perilous Journey of the Donner Party, Mariam Calabro 
Founding Mothers, Cokie Roberts 
To Hate Like This is to be Happy Forever: A thoroughly obsessive  
       intermittently uplifting and occasionally unbiased account of the 

Duke-North Carolina basketball rivalry, Will Blythe 
The Last Amateurs: Playing for glory and honor in Division I college 

basketball, John Feinstein 
An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States for Young People, 

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 
 

  

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/121950.Mamie_Till_Mobley
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/121949.Christopher_Benson


*DISCLAIMER:  

• Advanced level reading materials may contain adult content, language, or themes. Please survey 
your child’s choice book before they begin reading. 

• If a student drops Advanced English 9, the grades from the summer assignments may accompany 
him/her to English 9. Please carefully consider the criteria before enrolling in Advanced English 9.  

 
It is in your best interest to complete these assignments with care; they will serve as a sizeable 
portion of our first nine weeks together and I want you to be prepared! If you have any questions or 
concerns about these assignments, email me at lbrummell@rcps.us. I look forward to spending an 
excellent year with you! 
 
Sincerely, 

       Ms. Brummell 

 

BEFORE YOU GO: 

Please complete the Microsoft Form linked below to indicate your acceptance and approval of the above 
assignments and expectations: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vbuA6IRezkqzXK3lWwfejiIv3tJpSJdArWjW5K4w
kFhUMlRCM0dOSUYxSjJWQk9WSzMxQVNOSFEzRS4u 

mailto:lbrummell@rcps.us
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vbuA6IRezkqzXK3lWwfejiIv3tJpSJdArWjW5K4wkFhUMlRCM0dOSUYxSjJWQk9WSzMxQVNOSFEzRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vbuA6IRezkqzXK3lWwfejiIv3tJpSJdArWjW5K4wkFhUMlRCM0dOSUYxSjJWQk9WSzMxQVNOSFEzRS4u


 


	Death of Innocence: The Story of the Hate Crime That Changed        America, Mamie Till-Mobley and Christopher Benson

